
Arbitration Standards & Registration Procedures 
Effective January 1, 2003 

 
I. State Court Arbitration Roster:  The Alabama Center for Dispute Resolution (“Center”) 
shall maintain a State Court Arbitrator Roster (“Roster”) which consists of those 
arbitrators who meet the arbitrator registration standards and procedures herein.  This 
Roster shall be maintained geographically by counties and shall be made available to all 
state court judges, attorneys and the general public. 
 
II. Definition of Registration:  For the purpose of these provisions, the term “registration” 
and the related forms of this word shall mean only that the standards and procedures set 
forth herein have been met to the satisfaction of the Center.  This term does not imply any 
degree of arbitration skills or competency on behalf of any arbitrator subject to the 
provisions. 
 
III. Arbitrator Registration Standards:  To be registered on the Roster, an arbitrator must 
meet the following minimum requirements: 
  

1. Be of good character. 
2. Be licensed as an attorney by one of the fifty states of the United States or the 

District of Columbia and in good standing, with eight years experience in the 
practice of law; or have served professionally as the arbitrator in at least four 
arbitrations within the three years immediately preceding submission of an 
application for registration: or be currently listed as an approved arbitrator for 
a neutral administrator for dispute resolution, which is recognized by the 
Center for maintaining high standards for members of its roster. 

3. Agree to abide by the American Arbitration Association Code of Ethics for 
Arbitrators in Commercial Cases as adopted by the Alabama Supreme Court 
Commission on dispute Resolution for those members of this Roster.  A copy 
of that Code of Ethics is found at http://www.adr.org/si.asp?id=3514 . 

 
IV. Procedure for Registration:  Individuals who seek to be registered on the Roster shall 
submit to the Center a completed application form.  Should the individual meet the 
required standards and pay all applicable fees, his or her name shall be registered on the 
Roster as an arbitrator.  To remain on the Roster, the arbitrator must meet such additional 
or different standards which may be hereafter imposed for registration.  Registration 
decisions are made by the Alabama Center for Dispute Resolution.  Applicants who are 
denied registration for any reason may appeal within thirty days of that denial to the 
Committee on Standards for Neutrals of the Alabama Supreme Court Commission on 
Dispute Resolution, which Committee may grant a hearing to the applicant.  The 
Committee on Standards for Neutrals will make a determination of whether the applicant 
should be registered.  An adverse decision of the Committee on Standards for Neutrals 
may be appealed to the full Alabama Supreme Court Commission on Dispute Resolution 
within thirty days of the date of such decisions.  The Commission shall grant a hearing, if 
requested, to the applicant. 
 



V. Fees:  Individuals applying for arbitrator registration by the Center shall pay a $30 
application fee.  If registration is approved, an annual fee of $125 for registration will be 
assessed; provided, the annual registration fee for an individual listed on the mediator and 
arbitrator rosters maintained by the Center shall be a total of $225 for both.  Failure to 
pay the annual assessment, or failure to meet the standards effective at the time of 
renewal will result in the individual being removed from the roster. 
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